
Greetings from 
Mayor Aikens! 
Welcome to the 
Spring/Summer 
edition of our 
newsletter! Recently, 
you have probably 
heard quite a bit about 
the Sales Tax Referendum that will be 
going on the ballot for the May 5, 2026 
Primary election. This referendum 
will be voted on by the voters that 
reside inside the corporate limits of 
Lenoir City. If the sales tax referendum 
passes, the sales tax rate in Lenoir City 
would increase by 0.75%, from 2.00% 
to 2.75%. This would be an increase 
of $0.75 (75 cents) on $100.00 worth 
of goods in Lenoir City. Currently, the 
City of Loudon already has their sales 
tax set at 2.75% due to their citizens 
voting it in for Parks and Recreation 
several years ago. Likewise, if it passes 
in Lenoir City, the funds would be 
earmarked for Parks and Recreation to 
meet the demands of our growing sports 
programs and improve our existing 
parks and facilities. Furthermore, a flat 
amount would be committed to our local 
Habitat for Humanity for the purpose of 
helping the elderly and veterans within 
our community to make their homes 
accessible, healthier, and safer. The 
funds would all be accounted for and 
transparency would be of the utmost 
importance. I think this is so important 
to our community, as we need to keep 
providing quality of life services, such 
as those provided by our Parks and 
Recreation Department, for our citizens. 
We have a committee comprised of Zack 

Cusick (Parks and Recreation Director); 
Todd Kennedy (City Councilperson); 
Tony Gibbons (Habitat for Humanity 
Director); and myself that have been 
working on this and have put much 
thought and consideration into it. Below 
you will see commentary from their 
respective points of view.

According to Zack 
Cusick, Director of 
Parks and Recreation, 
“In the research 
survey we sent to 
city residents, 89% 
rated Parks and 
Recreation’s provision 
of a full range of recreation facilities 
and programs as Very Important to 
Extremely Important. With the sales 
tax referendum, we could provide an 
even broader range of programs and 
update or expand our current facilities.  
For the cost of an extra penny on your 
fountain drink from the local gas station, 
we could replace both playgrounds 
at City Park, add multiple pickleball 
courts to our parks system, renovate 
Wampler-Keith soccer fields, pave 
Wampler-Keith parking lot, expand the 
greenway, and so much more with just 
the money collected in the first year of 
the referendum. A vote of “Yes” in May 
would be life-changing for the citizens of 
Lenoir City. Being able to add programs 
for all ages, youth, teens, adults, and 
seniors would be at the forefront. Giving 
all citizens more opportunities for local 
recreation and leisure would improve 
their quality of life for years to come. 
Residents would be able to enjoy better 
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Rockin’ the Docks  
Rockin’ the Docks will again bring live 
music and fireworks to the Lenoir City 
Park/Cove area on July 4th. Food vendors 
will start serving at 1 pm. Live music 
begins at 5 pm and will continue until 
the Fireworks Show at 9:45 pm. There 
will be plenty of entertainment, food, and 
one of the largest fireworks shows in East 
Tennessee. 
Lenoir City Park – July 4, 2026

Festival of Friends 
This event is designed to raise public 
awareness of the disabled communities in 
the area and provide a fun opportunity for 
the family to get out for festive activities. 
Activities include music, food, and water 
skiing.  
The Patricia Neal Innovative Recreation 
Cooperative will host a water ski venue for 
the day. Festival of Friends is hosted by the 
Lenoir City Pilot Club and the Lenoir City 
Parks and Recreation Department. 
Lenoir City Park – Shelters 1, 4 and 7 
(right side of the park) 
Saturday, June 20, 2026 – 11 am-4 pm

Touch A Truck
Lenoir City Parks and Recreation 
welcomes all kids to come get an up-close 
look at all the cool dump trucks, backhoes, 
buses, bucket trucks, police cars, fire 
trucks, wreckers, and a helicopter! There 
will also be food trucks, live music, and 
inflatables!  
Lenoir City City Park 
Saturday, August 1st, 2026 –10 am-2 pm

Cool Down in Downtown  
Join us for a refreshing summer cool-
down featuring icy treats—perfect for 
those sizzling August evenings. Enjoy 
our beautiful downtown and burn some 
energy on the inflatables. It’s a sweet way 
to end the day.  
Downtown Parklet 
Thursday August 13th, 2026 – 6-7:30 pm 

ATHLETICS
Summer Tennis Camp 
Saturday mornings at Lenoir City Park 
June 6th through July 25th 
Age groups: 4-7 and 8-13. Cost is $20 
Instructor: Daphne Moore  
Call Parks and Recreation to register

SPECIAL EVENTS
Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
Come join the fun as you let your kids 
enjoy the excitement of filling their basket 
full of Easter eggs. The hunt will be divided 
into three age groups: 0-3 (1 pm), 4-7 (2 
pm), and 8-12 (2 pm). This event is free, 
and everyone is welcome. Bring your own 
baskets or bags. 
Saturday, April 4, 2026 
Activities start at 1pm with the hunt 
beginning at 2 pm

Free Community Pool Party 
Join us at the Lenoir City Pool for a 
community wide pool party to celebrate 
the beginning of summer. Pool entry is 
free!!  
Friday, May 22, 2026 
5th grade and younger 6-8 pm 
6th grade and older 8-10 pm 

Movies in the Park 
Our Movies in the Park series offers a 
free outdoor movie night each month 
beginning in June and running through 
August. This season’s movie themes 
include family, children, and comedies. 
Pack some snacks, grab a blanket or chair, 
and come watch a movie with us! Movies 
begin at dusk. 
Lenoir City Park - Movies to be announced 
on Monday the week of the show 
June 19th; July 17th; August 21st

Independence Day Parade 
Lenoir City’s annual Independence Day 
parade will begin again with our children’s 
Firecracker Run. This is a half-mile fun 
run for children ages 5-12. The run is 
free, and the first 100 children receive a 
free event t-shirt. Every runner receives 
a participation award. Top prizes will be 
given to the first-place boy and girl from 
each division. Participants for the parade 
or race can register by calling the Lenoir 
City Parks and Recreation Department at 
865-986-1223.  
Broadway – “C” St. to South Grand St. 
Friday, July 4th, 2026 
Line-up at 10 am at intersection of 
Industrial Blvd and South “C” St. 
Race Check-in at 10 am at Roane State 
Parking Lot 
Race at 10:45 am 
Parade at 11 am 

Parks & Recreation Department Zack Cusick, Director 
zcusick@lenoircitytn.gov

Cara Harvey, Event Coordinator  
charvey@lenoircitytn.gov

530 Hwy. 321 N, Suite 301 
Lenoir City, TN 37771 
Phone: 865-986-1223

Hours: M - F, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Facebook: @lcparksandrecreation

Shelter Reservations: 
Call 865-986-1223 or  
visit www.lenoircitytn.gov

Fall Youth Baseball and 
Softball Sign-ups 
Coach pitch and kid pitch baseball 
available for boys ages 4-13. Softball coach 
and kid pitch available for girls 4-13. 
Registration: begins July 1st Monday - 
Friday from 8am to 4:30pm in person.  
Online registration at https://
clubs.bluesombrero.com/Default.
aspx?tabid=651987 
Lenoir City Parks and Recreation Office 
(530 Hwy 321 North.) 
$40 per person with family discounts

 

Summer Pool Season
The Claire Donahue Aquatic Center 
opens Saturday, May 23rd, 2026. For more 
information about the pool, please contact 
Parks and Recreation at 865-986-1223 or 
www.lenoircitytn.gov 

Open Swim:	 
Monday - Friday from 12 to 5 p.m.
Saturdays from 12 to 6 p.m.
Sundays from 1 to 6 p.m.
Open swim is closing weekdays on July 31.
Open swim is on weekends only through 
August 30.

AQUATICS
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It’s Up To You
recreational options in their backyard, 
rather than driving to other cities. A vote 
of “Yes” is a vote for improvement!”

In talking with 
Councilperson Todd 
Kennedy, he says 
that “the decision 
on this proposed 
sales tax increase 
ultimately rests with 
the citizens. Through 
this referendum, the voters will 
determine whether this investment 
in our community moves forward. If 
approved, the revenue would be shared 
between the City’s Parks and Recreation 
Department and Loudon County 
Habitat for Humanity, supporting 
two important priorities that help 
strengthen and preserve our community. 
As voters consider this important 
decision, it is worth noting that the 
City currently retains only 1/4 of a cent 
for every 9 cents of sales tax collected. 
The remaining 8-3/4 cents is used by 
the State, Loudon Co., and Lenoir City 
schools for operations. To me, it really 
shows that the City has been a good 
steward of sales tax revenues.  

On the City side, the funding would 
enable our Parks and Recreation 
Department to expand programming 
and improve facilities serving residents 
of all ages. Additional resources could 
support new recreational opportunities 
for youth, families, and seniors while 
also addressing long-term needs within 
our parks system. Improvements to 
existing parks, upgrades to aging 
facilities, and the potential development 
of new amenities would help ensure our 
community continues to have welcoming 
spaces that promote health, activity, 
and connection. It really is amazing to 
know that the Parks and Recreation 
Department is able to accomplish all 
they are already doing on such a tight 
budget and with such a small staff. 

The other portion of the funding 
would support the important work of 
Loudon County Habitat for Humanity in 
preserving and strengthening our aging 
housing stock, particularly for vulnerable 
residents. By assisting with critical repairs, 
these efforts can allow longtime residents 
to remain safely in the homes and 

neighborhoods they value. These efforts 
will also help prevent neighborhood 
blight. Together, these investments would 
help enhance the quality of life, preserve 
the character of our community, and 
ensure that Lenoir City remains a place 
where people of all backgrounds can live, 
gather, and thrive - if that is the direction 
the citizens choose.”

Lastly, Tony 
Gibbons, Director 
of Loudon County 
Habitat for Humanity 
says that “Lenoir City 
is experiencing rapid 
growth, and much of 
its housing stock is 
aging. According to census data, over 
50% of homes in Lenoir City were built 
before 1976.  Lead based paint, small 
bathrooms and narrow hallways, no 
zero step entries, single pane windows, 
galvanized steel, lead & copper piping 
are all widespread issues for these 
properties. On top of that, substandard 
HVAC units and insulation lead to high 
utility costs, and the repairs for all these 
issues have more than doubled over the 
past 5 years.

The Housing and Community 
Preservation Fund (HCPF) would give 
Loudon County Habitat for Humanity 
the ability to help more low-income 
homeowners in Lenoir City stay safe in 
their homes. With this funding, Habitat 
could expand its Critical Repair program 
to address critical home repair needs 
which have exponential health impacts 
for residents and benefit the entire 
community’s economics.

This funding would help create more 
affordable housing options without 
adding new development pressure. 
Because the HCPF focuses on repairing 
and rebuilding existing homes, it allows 
Lenoir City to meet housing needs while 
protecting natural areas and preserving 
neighborhood character. It helps longtime 
residents stay in place and builds a 
stronger future for the whole community.”

We sincerely hope that the voters of 
Lenoir City will see the importance 
of this referendum and understand 
that Lenoir City is operating at such a 
conservative level with the tax dollars 
already. I have always made it my 
priority to be a good, sound steward 
of the taxpayer’s funds, and we will 
continue to do so. 

Daily Fees: 
3 and under	 Free
Ages 4-17	 $3.00 
Adults	 $4.00

Swim Passes:	  
Student Pass	 $50.00
Adult Pass	 $75.00
Family Pass (5)	 $150.00

Private Parties: 
Every night during the summer!
Mondays through Thursdays – 7 to 9 p.m.
Fridays through Sundays –  
6 to 8 p.m. or 8 to 10 p.m.
$150.00 (price includes 2 lifeguards)
Call now to book your party

Water Aerobics:  
Monday through Thursday: 6-7 p.m.
Water Aerobics	 $3 per session
Lap Swimming	 $3 per session

American Red Cross  
Swim Lessons
American Red Cross swim classes will be 
available in June and July. Classes will be 
offered for all ability levels during each 
session. Call now to sign up. 
All children MUST be entering 
Kindergarten in the fall of 2026 to enroll, 
except for our Parent/Tot lesson. The cost 
is $45 per session (1-9) and $25 for session 
10-11 (Parent/Tot).
1	 June 1-11	 9:45-10:30 a.m.
2	 June 1-11	 10:45-11:30 a.m.
3	 June 1-11	 5:15-6 p.m.
4	 June 15-25 	 9:45-10:30 a.m.
5	 June 15-25 	 10:45-11:30 a.m.
6	 June 15-25 	 5:15-6 p.m.
7	 July 6-16 	 9:45-10:30 a.m.
8	 July 6-16 	 10:45-11:30 a.m.
9	 July 6-16	 5:15-6 p.m.
Parent/Tot Lessons  
(Ages 18 months-4 years)
10	 June 15-18	 6-6:30 p.m.
11	 July 6-9	 6-6:30 p.m.

Lenoir City Central Park Splashpad will 
be opening Mid-May! 
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Lenoir City Fire Department
Both the State of Tennessee and The 

Lenoir City Fire Department (LCFD) 
consistently reinforce a unified life-safety 
message:

Early detection saves lives!
Working Smoke Alarms and Carbon 
Monoxide Detections
• 	Smoke alarms are the single most 

effective tool to reduce residential fire 
deaths.

• 	Three out of five home fire deaths 
nationwide occur in homes without 
working smoke alarms.

• 	Properly installed and maintained 
smoke alarms cut the risk of dying in a 
home fire nearly in half.

Installation Guidance:
•	 Install inside every bedroom.
• 	Install outside sleeping areas.
• 	Install on every level of the home.
• 	Test monthly.
• 	Replace batteries as needed.
• 	Replace units every 10 years.

Through programs such as “Get 
Alarmed, Tennessee!”, the State provides 
free smoke alarms, and LCFD assists with 
installation and public education to ensure 
homes in Lenoir City are protected.

Tennessee Code Annotated (TCA) § 68-
120-112 and related statutes require that all 
new one- and two-family dwellings, as well 
as rental units, have smoke alarms with 
10-year, sealed, tamper-resistant batteries. 
It is illegal to tamper with or remove these 
devices, with violations constituting a 
Class C misdemeanor. 

Key Tennessee Smoke Alarm Laws 
(TCA § 68-120-112)
•	 Requirement: Smoke alarms must be 

installed in all hotel rooms, apartment 
units, and one/two-family dwellings.

•	 10-Year Requirement: As of July 1, 
2019, new construction requires, and 
old battery-operated alarms must be 
replaced by, alarms with sealed, 10-year, 
tamper-resistant batteries.

•	 Rental Properties: Landlords are 
responsible for ensuring smoke detectors 
are operational at the beginning of a 
tenancy, while tenants are responsible 
for maintenance during their tenancy. 

•	 Tampering: Knowingly tampering with 
or removing a smoke alarm is illegal.

•	 Placement: Alarms must be installed 

in accordance with manufacturer 
instructions, generally on every level of 
the home and outside sleeping areas

Carbon Monoxide Detections (CO) 
Detectors
• 	Carbon monoxide is invisible, odorless, 

and deadly.
• 	CO alarms provide the only early 

warning before symptoms become life-
threatening.

•	 Fuel-burning appliances and generators 
are common CO sources.

Installation Guidance:
• 	Install outside sleeping areas.
• 	Install on every level of the home.
• 	Never place directly next to fuel-burning 

appliances.
• 	Test monthly.
• 	Replace units per manufacturer 

recommendations (typically 5-10 years).
Emergency Reminder “If a CO alarm 
activates:”
• 	Move immediately to fresh air.
• 	Call 911.
• 	Do not re-enter until emergency 

personnel declare it safe.
We emphasize:
• 	Prevention over response
• 	Community risk reduction
• 	Public education
• 	Free alarm programs for residents in need

The shared message to Lenoir City 
residents is straightforward and consistent:
•	 Install them.
•	 Test them.
•	 Maintain them.
•	 Replace them.

Working smoke alarms and carbon 
monoxide detectors are critical 
components of residential life safety.

The State of Tennessee’s Smoke Alarm 
Program, administered through the 
Tennessee State Fire Marshal’s Office, 
provides free smoke alarms to help prevent 
fire-related injuries and fatalities. The 
Lenoir City Fire Department (LCFD) 
supports this initiative locally by assisting 
with distribution, installation, and public 
education for residents of Lenoir City.

The initiative is designed to:
•	 Reduce residential fire fatalities and 

injuries
•	 Increase early fire detection in homes
•	 Promote public education and home 

escape planning

•	 Support local fire departments with life-
safety outreach

What the Program Provides
• 	Free smoke alarms (for qualifying 

homes)
• 	Professional installation by local fire 

department personnel
• 	Smoke alarm testing and placement 

guidance
• 	Fire safety education and home escape 

planning

How It Works in Lenoir City
Through partnership with the State 

Fire Marshal’s Office, the Lenoir City Fire 
Department distributes and installs alarms 
locally as part of this statewide program.
How Residents Can Request an Alarm:
1. Contact the Lenoir City Fire 

Department non-emergency number 
(865) 986-2310 

2. Submit a request through the Tennessee 
State Fire Marshal’s Office website

3. Inquire during community events or fire 
prevention outreach programs, or stop 
at the fire station.
This program reflects Tennessee and 

Lenoir City Fire Department’s proactive 
community risk reduction strategy — 
ensuring every home has the early warning 
necessary to escape a fire safely.

Stay Safe,
Richard Martin
Fire Chief
Lenoir City Fire Department
Station One (865) 986-9418
Station Two (865) 986-4212
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Lenoir City Police Department
Greetings, neighbors! As the weather 

warms and our community spends 
more time outdoors, this season marks 
significant progress in improving public 
safety and community engagement across 
our city. A major highlight is the addition 
of a new police officer position, funded 
through a partnership with the Lenoir City 
Housing Authority and supported by the 
Mayor and City Council. 

This role focuses on responding to 
calls for service, conducting follow-up 
investigations, and maintaining a steady, 
supportive presence at LCHA-owned 
properties in our city. As Cotton Hunt, 
LCHA’s Executive Director, states, “The 
Lenoir City Housing Authority is thrilled 
to partner with the Police Department in 
adding the Housing Engagement Officer 
position, and this collaboration continues 
our shared commitment to fostering safe, 
connected, and thriving neighborhoods.” 

Officer David Mendez, a 19-year 
law enforcement veteran, was chosen 
to serve as our Housing Engagement 
Officer, beginning his service in October 
2025. He joined the LCPD in 2024 after 
working with the Blount County Sheriff ’s 
Office, where he spent much of his career 
on the 5th Judicial District Drug Task 
Force, focusing on narcotics trafficking 
investigations. 

Since moving from patrol to his new role, 
Officer Mendez has embraced the chance 

to build strong relationships 
with residents and LCHA 
staff. His regular presence in 
these neighborhoods helps 
support our policing efforts 
by creating meaningful 
connections and improving 
the quality of life for families 
in the LCHA communities. 
Officer Mendez is often 
seen talking with residents, 
listening to their concerns, 
and offering guidance and 
reassurance. His efforts have helped foster 
trust and open communication. In one 
recent conversation, a resident told Officer 
Mendez, “I feel safer with you here.” 
Moments like these show the real impact 
of consistent, approachable community 
policing. 

Officer Mendez also spends time 
connecting with youth residents in positive, 
encouraging ways. Whether checking in 
on their day or sharing a fun moment, 
he strives to inspire good decisions and 
confidence in the next generation. These 
simple interactions — like a quick game 
of basketball — help reinforce that our 
officers are here not only to protect but 
also to uplift and mentor. By building 
these relationships early, we create more 
opportunities for young people to grow, 
succeed, and ultimately move toward bright 
futures beyond public housing.

The planning office is excited to 
announce that we have started the process 
of developing an updated Comprehensive 
Land Use Plan. Kimley-Horn and 
Associates will be assisting the city 
with the project. The plan will include 
looking at current land use and zoning 
patterns, existing infrastructure, housing 
and transportation situations. Using 
demographic and economic analysis, 
market data research, and community 
input, we can develop a realistic land 
use plan that will benefit the city and its 
citizens. Part of the information gathering 
in this process will include citizen 
involvement. There will be surveys and 
in-person community workshops where 

citizens can come and be involved in 
what they would like to see, or not see, in 
the future of your city. While this will be 
about a year long process the goal at the 
end is to have a good future vision of our 
great city! Please be on the lookout on the 
city’s website www.lenoircitytn.gov for 
information on how you can participate in 
Smart Growth Lenoir City.

The building department is going digital! 
We have partnered with Civic Gov for our 
permitting needs, and all future building 
permits will now go through the portal 
that is on our website. To access the portal 
first go to our website www.lenoircitytn.
gov, then to “city departments,” then 
“codes enforcement & planning,” and then 

to “building inspections and permits.” 
Scroll down and click the link “apply for a 
commercial or residential permit.” You will 
also use this to request inspections once 
you are in the system.      

Please call the Department of Codes 
Enforcement, Planning, and Stormwater 
with any issues or questions at Lenoir 
City Hall at 865-986-9876; or email 
Greg Buckner, Operations Manager at 
gbuckner@lenoircitytn.gov; Chris Brown, 
Building Official/Codes Enforcement 
Officer/ADA Coordinator at cbrown@
lenoircitytn.gov; Beth Collins, City 
Planner at bcollins@lenoircitytn.gov, or 
Ann Gardner, Administrative Assistant at 
agardner@lenoircitytn.gov.      

Lenoir City Codes Enforcement, Planning, & Stormwater
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Tax Relief:
April 1, 2026 - Anyone wanting to apply 
for tax relief that qualifies may do so until 
this date.

James Wilburn, City Recorder/Treasurer 
(865) 986-2227; jwilburn@lenoircitytn.gov

Sabrena Norris, Finance Director 
(865) 986-2227;  
snorris@lenoircitytn.gov

Michelle Laughlin, Accounts Payable 
(865) 986-2227; 
mlaughlin@lenoircitytn.gov

Shelley Hendrix, Payroll Clerk 
(865) 986-2227;  
shendrix@lenoircitytn.gov

The Venue at Lenoir City: A 2025 Snapshot
The Venue’s team hosted 143 events 

in 2025. These included everything from 
weddings, engagement parties, anniversary 
celebrations, birthdays & graduation 
parties, to galas, award celebrations, 
employee annual meetings, fundraisers, 
casino nights, and Christmas parties. 
Of course, we also hosted numerous 
conferences & workshops, meetings, expos 
& craft fairs, and even a holiday concert and 
a gun collector’s show!

Almost 30,000 guests were welcomed by 
The Venue last year. Staff also referred other 
Lenoir City venues over 200 times, when 
space was not available or available space 
was too large for their needs. Our goal, 
of course, is to keep the dollars in Lenoir 
City, even if we are unable to host them 
ourselves. 

Revenue increased 19.5% over 2024. 
Most of The Venue’s business came from 
the non-profit market (also including 
government, education, and associations), 
which accounted for 58% of the events and 
an average spend of $3,618. Twenty-six 
percent (26%) of the business was corporate 
and business events, with an average 
expenditure of $4,515. Finally, private/
social events accounted for 16% of the 2025 
business, with an average spend of $10,310.

The Venue’s business also had a massive 
impact on local tourism numbers, 
continuing its role as an economic engine 
for the community. Based on various 

economic data, the average community 
spend for every $1 spent at a venue of 
our size is $8. So, the revenue we generate 
internally is just a small piece of the total 
economic impact picture. Based on the 
State of Tennessee Department of Tourism, 
Loudon County enjoyed just over $6.4 
million in tourism expenditures in 2024 
(most recently available numbers). Of that, 
The Venue was responsible for generating 
approximately $2.4 million in local food 
and beverage business, $1.6 million in 
transportation expenditures, $1.4 million in 
lodging, with just under $1 million to local 
retail and attractions. 

We’ve been blessed with outstanding 
teams of individuals who genuinely care 
about The Venue, its clients, and each 
other. As we get ready to celebrate our 10th 
Anniversary, the result is hundreds of 5-star 
reviews throughout various social media 
platforms and dozens of thank-you notes 

from elated clients. You can currently find 
almost 400 reviews on 12 digital platforms 
with an average review rating of 4.8 out of 5.

We would love to host you and YOUR 
team in 2026. Our location at the junction 
of I-75 and I-40 in Middle East Tennessee 
makes us a convenient location for groups 
coming from throughout the region, as 
evidenced by the roughly 64% of The 
Venue’s 2025 business that came from 
outside of Loudon County. So, whether 
you’re in Knoxville, Farragut, Oak Ridge, 
Pigeon Forge, Kingston, Cleveland, or even 
Nashville, The Venue at Lenoir City is the 
perfect choice for your next event! Give us 
a call at 865-986-8340 or visit our website at 
www.VenueLC.com.

Lenoir City Finance Department
The Lenoir City Finance Department 

has been busy accepting payments for the 
2024 and 2025 property taxes. Below are 
some important dates that you may need 
to know about in the future.

Property Tax Information:
2024 Property Tax: 
March 13, 2026 - Last day we will accept 
payments for the 2024 taxes.
April 1, 2026 – We will turn over our 2024 
to the Loudon County Clerk and Master’s 
Office. 
2025 Property Tax: 
March 1, 2026 - Taxes become delinquent 
and a penalty of 1.5% will be added each 
month until paid.
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Garbage Collection  
Schedule - Spring 2026
MONDAY: 
Pick-up from D Street West to E, F, G, H, I, J, K, M, N, and 
Q Streets; both sides of West Broadway from D Street to O 
Street; West 1st, 2nd, 3rd,and 4th Avenues; Water’s Edge Way; 
and Halls Ferry Road.

TUESDAY: 
Pick-up from North D Street going West to North C, B, A 
Streets, and East side of Kingston and Hill Streets; East 1st; 
East 2nd; East 3rd Avenues; West 5th Avenue; Pine Ridge 
Apartments; Pinewood Condominiums. 
Pick-up on Simpson Road; Twin Lakes Drive; Pinetop Street; 
Highland Park Drive; Pearl Drive; all of Harmony Heights 
sub-division; Sharp Estates; Carrington Subdivision; Myers 
Road; Tom Lee Road; Town Creek Road West; Heape Road; 
Harper Village; Haven Hills; Executive Meadows; Green 
Meadows Lane; and Happy Hollow Road.

WEDNESDAY: 
Pick-up on Rock Springs Road; 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th 
Avenues and West Side of Kingston Street. Pick-up on A, 
B, C, D, E, F, and G Streets. Pick-up on Oakland Avenue; 
Coffey Circle; and Browder Hollow Road from Highway 11 
to Finley Drive. Pick-up on Mincey Street and all of 10th 
Avenue. Pick-up on West Hills Drive; Emerald Court; Oak 
Hills Subdivision; Jan Way; Kennedy Drive; Coley Lane; 
Chestnut Ridge Subdivision; Crestwood Hills Subdivision; and 
Allenbrook Subdivision.

THURSDAY: 
Pick-up on Johnson Drive from Finley Drive to West Hills 
Drive including Johnson Circle. Pick-up on Tracy Lane and 
Frances Drive. Pick-up on Church Drive and all dead ends 
off Church Drive. Pick-up in Hamilton Subdivision; Ivy 
Avenue; Candlenook Drive; Ash Avenue; and Rogers Circle. 
Pick-up on Harrison Road; Harrison Woods; Norwood Drive; 
Harrison Avenue; and Reeves Street. Pick-up on Wilson Street; 
Kirk Avenue; Harrison Glen Subdivision; Villas at Harrison 
Glen; Acadia Villas; and Ashemore Estates.

FRIDAY: 
Pick-up on Nelson Street; Depot Street; Rear-side of town; and 
Bussell Ferry Road. Pick-up on Lee Drive; Hillcrest; Poplar 
Street; Pike Street; Locust Street; Bon Street; and Maple Street. 
Pick-up on Bell Avenue; North and South Cherry Street; 
North and South Walnut Street. Pick-up on 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 
4th Avenues off Highway 321; North and South Oak Street. 
Pick-up on Highland Circle; Hall Street; and Simpson Road 
(behind Bimbo’s Convenience Store).

Lenoir City Public Works Department
Here we are again, with Spring just around the corner!  This is 

always a busy time of year for our department!
This time of year, many residents begin “spring cleaning” of 

brush and other debris. Please remember to cut brush to six (6) 
to eight (8) feet length, and please stack it with the cut ends of 
the brush the same direction to make it easier for collection by 
our crews – please also remember no large wood should be in the 
stack. With regard to other household debris, the crews are able 
to collect a pile that is equal to or less than a pick-up load Please 
note that any amounts larger than this will require you to rent a 
demolition box of some sort from a contractor of your choosing.  
Please call me at 865-986-2715 so that we can help you determine 
what your material will require.

We will soon be entering into a contract for our annual paving.  
We will be working in the West Hills area; specifically, it will be 
West Hills Drive from Oakland Avenue to Johnson Drive and the 
last part of Johnson Drive. We will also be paving Church Drive 
from West Hills Drive to Rogers Road.  You will also notice that 
our crews are mowing, weed eating, and doing litter pick-up 
along the roadways. Please be mindful and careful as you drive 
around them. We want everyone safe!

Please remember to place all garbage in bags and in an 
approved garbage can and have it placed outside your home 
either the night before your collection day or by 6 a.m. on the 
morning of your garbage collection. If it is not placed in a bag 
and in a garbage can, animals are able to get into it and scatter 
the garbage all over the streets. Our department, then, must 
rake it and clean it up. Please be mindful of this as you put your 
household garbage out to be collected.

Are you cleaning out a house or property in the City and in 
need of a truck in which to load the debris? Please contact J.J. 
Cox, Street Superintendent, at 865-986-2715 to request a truck 
to be brought for your convenience. A “tipping fee” will also be 
associated with this service – depending on the size/weight of the 
load. Additionally, if you become aware of potholes, signage, or 
other roadway issues, please contact J.J. Cox at 865-986-2715.

Please look at the included Household Garbage Collection 
Schedule for information on when garbage will be collected 
in your area. Once again, please keep in mind that it is your 
responsibility to ensure the area around your garbage receptacle/
dumpster is free from trash and other debris. If you have any 
questions or comments to share, please contact J.J. Cox at 865-
986-2715.

J.J. Cox – 865-986-2715
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It is Spring 2026 and I wanted to 
reflect back on the progress and changes 
that have been made in our historic 
downtown area over the past 10 years. 
I was able to purchase the Rexall 
building in 2015 and soon afterwards 
began renovations on this wonderful 
century old building. Today we have two 
successful businesses – The Southern 
Bell Events venue and Lenoir Décor, a 
furniture and décor store on the first 
floor. Over the past few years we’ve seen 
the city install new sidewalks, build a 
beautiful small parklet, and create a 
very popular splash pad and children’s 
playground in our downtown area. 
Retailers have opened businesses that 
feature clothing, antiques, handmade 

items and crafts. We have a thriving 
coffee shop, a sandwich cafe, and an ice 
cream parlor.  

As with all things, change happens.  
We’re seeing some new businesses in 
our downtown and want you to plan 
to visit soon. The Loudon Chamber of 
Commerce has renovated and moved 
into 119 W. Broadway and will soon 
open a co-working space next door to 
help launch small businesses. The Brosey 
Game Company has opened in 113 E. 
Broadway and features spaces to meet 
friends to play board games. Buck’s 
Billiards will be opening in a couple of 
months at 111 E. Broadway and will host 
leagues and tournaments in a beautiful 
gathering space for all that love billiards. 

Graham and Cook 
Insurance has moved from 
their Broadway location 
to 101 E. Depot where this 
company began over 40 
years ago. Tennessee Brew 
Works Lenoir City Barrel 

Lenoir City Downtown Merchants Association
House is still scheduled to open in late 
April. There are currently a few vacant 
spaces in our downtown, so if you’ve 
always wanted to be a small-town shop 
owner, please reach out to us and we’d 
love to have you join us as we continue 
to build a very special place to shop and 
meet new friends.
UPCOMING EVENTS – watch our 
FaceBook (Historic Downtown Lenoir 
City Merchants Association) for more 
information and times:
BREWERY OPENING – April 25
BLOOM ON BROADWAY – May 2 
bring your mother to shop and be treated 
to fun ways to show her that she’s special
DEPOT ST. ANTIQUE AND VINTAGE 
MARKET –June 6 (we’re currently 
looking for vendors that want to sell 
vintage decor and antiques)

We invite local businesses to be part of 
our downtown association and be a part 
of planning future events and helping our 
community to grow.

Diane Powell,  
Co-President, HDMA


